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ANYTHING NEW IN fflGH-SCHOOL ENGLISH? 



M. IDA WILLIAMS 
High School, Pasadena, California 



Whether new or old, here follows what Pasadena high-school 
students said of the course in current literature after the first five 
weeks, on the first part of the work — the magazine. The class 
was made up largely of Juniors, with several Seniors and two 
graduates. 

1. The topics were just becoming interesting when we had to stop. 

2. I have obtained very much useful knowledge which will be a benefit to 
me in the future. One thing especially is the power to extract the good out of 
magazines. 

3. Through the daily reports we are better acquainted with the merits of 
different magazines. In fact some reports were given from magazines which 
I did not know were in existence. We learn how to judge the merits of a 
magazine, and to distinguish between good literature and "trash." For in- 
stance, I have learned that the Survey will give accounts of the great problems 
confronting the nation. 

4. As regards the outlook on the world, I have a better idea of the present 
history of the world, and the world's workers. 

5. Child labor, prison conditions, sanitation, and one or two other reports 
in this line have enlightened me greatly. They showed me the conditions of 
so many people with whom I am not in touch, and made me more able to 
sympathize with, and willing to help, my fellow-beings. 

6. I will be better able to look up subjects in magazines, as I have become 
acquainted with many delightful and interesting magazines, which before 
were strangers to me. If I get as much useful knowledge during the rest of 
this term as I have during these first five weeks, I will feel that current litera- 
ture is not only an interesting and useful subject, but that it also is necessary 
in the education of high-school boys and girls. 

7. I have obtained a great deal of useful knowledge concerning the labor 
laws, some of the conditions of our country, and also many things concerning 
invention. 

8. I have found that many articles which I had considered unreadable 
have become of the greatest interest when viewed with more understanding. 

9. During the five weeks' study of the magazinel have become acquainted 
with many new magazines, some that I had never heard of before. Now if 
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I should want to get news along certain lines I believe I could choose the right 
magazine without more study. 

ID. Although I learned a good deal from the magazines, the best and most 
useful part of the five weeks was the reports on current topics. Each report 
gave me something I did not know before, and many have led me to see things 
in a different light. I have changed my opinion on many different things 
since the reports. 

II. It convinces me of the greatness of the world. It shows one what the 
world is doing and it makes one want to have a part in the work which the world 
is doing. 

Is it new or old ? Is it worth while ? Do you care to read what 
we tried to do ? The original outUne follows, with footnotes point- 
ing out various changes in the first plan. 

Current Literature 

The course is, primarily, one in reading and oral English. 
Records of the work done will be kept by each pupil. 
Outlines for the oral reports will be required part of the time. 
The general outline, subject to change, is as follows: 

Magazines 3 to 5 weeks 

Recent novels 3 to 5 weeks 

Modem drama 2 to 3 weeks 

Newspapers i to 2 weeks 

Scientific, political, sociological articles, and books .... 6 weeks 
Recent poetry 2 weeks 

Magazines' 

Century Literary Digest 

Harper's Current Opinion 

Scribner's Everybody's 

Atlantic McClure's 

Review of Reviews Scientific American 

Outlook North American Review 

1. Each student will prepare a report on one magazine, covering (a) history 
of the magazine; (b) editors; (c) salient characteristics. 

2. Each member of the class will be assigned or will select some topic of 
importance to look up in various magazines. Such topics will be included as 
(a) art;^ (b) inventions; (c) scientific discoveries; (d) reforms;' (e) national 
legislation; (/) state leigslation. 

■ Many were added — about thirty in all. 

' Subdivided. 

> Housing, prison reforms, conservation of forests, etc. 
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Novels' 



Jack London, John Barleycorn 

, The Sea Wolf 

Schurz, Life oj Lincoln 

F. H. Burnett, T. Temharom 

John Muir, Mountains of California 

■ ■, Our National Parks 

Rex Beach, The Iron Trail 

M. Johnson, Hagar 

Mrs. Comstock, Son of the Hills 

Winston Churchill, Inside of the Cup 

, The Crisis 

Mary Anton, The Promised Land 
Von Suttner, When Thoughts Will 

Soar 
Kipling, Kim 

Gilbert Parker, Seats of the Mighty 
S. E. White, The Blazed Trail 

, Rules of the Game 

Tarkington, Monsieur Beaucaire 

, The Gentleman from Indiana 

Andrews, The Perfect Tribute 
Ralph Conner, The Sky Pilot 

, Black Rock 

Ford, Honorable Peter Sterling 
Kelley, Little Citizens 
Weir Mitchell, Hugh Wynne 
Booker T. Washington, Up from 

Slavery 
Helen Keller, Story of My Life 



James L. Allen, A Kentucky Cardinal 

— — ^ — , The Reign of Law 

Moore, The Jessamy Bride 

Torrey, Birds in the Bush 

Allen, Life and Letters of Phillips 

Brooks 
Sheldon, Damnation of T heron Ware 
Norris, The Octopus 

, The Pit 

Margaret Deland, The Awakening 

of Helena Ritchie 

— , The Iron Woman 

Arnold Bennett, Hilda Lessways 

, The Great Man 

J. Edward Locke, The Three Wise 

Men 
DeMorgan, Alice-for-shorl 
Mrs. Humphrey Ward, The Corystons 
Fox, Little Shepherd of Kingdom Come 

, Heart of the Hills 

D. G. Phillips, The Second Generation 
Nicholson, The Port of Missing Men 

-, Otherwise Phyllis 

Anthony Hope, Prisoner of Zenda 
Harold Bell Wright, The Shepherd of 

the Hills 

, The Winning of Barbara Worth 

, The Calling of Dan Mathews 



The Study of a Novel 

A 

Plot' 

I 
2 
3 

' Many of these were omitted and others substituted. 

' These subdivisions were filled in at suggestion of pupils, in part; and partly 
with the technical topics of study. 
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Characterization' 



Setting' 



Austin, The Arrow Maker 
Brown, Every Woman 
Tarkington, The Man from Home 
Israel Zangwill, The Melting Pol 
Within the Law 
Poor Little Rich Girl 
Good Little Devil 
Belasco, Peg o' My Heart 
Barrie, Peter Pan 

, The Little Minister 

Josephine Peabody, The Piper 
The Man of the Hour 



Plays' 



J. K. Jerome, The Passing of the 

Third Floor Back 
Kennedy, The Servant in the House 
Galsworthy, Justice 

, The Dream 

, The Pigeon 

, The Silver Box 

Rostand, Chantecleer 

, Cyrano de Bergerac 

Maeterlinck, The Blue Bird 
A. Bennett, Milestones 
, The Honeymoon 



List of Papers Reviewed,' 

Los Angeles Tribune Los Angeles Times 

Chicago Record-Herald Los Angeles Examiner 

Philadelphia Public Ledger New York Times 

Pasadena Star New York Evening Herald 

Chicago Tribune Boston Evening Transcript 

Philadelphia North American Boston Globe 
San Francisco Chronicle 



Newspapers* 



The best paper in . 
Editor 



' These subdivisions were filled in at suggestion of pupils, in part; and partly 
with the technical topics of study. 

'Some were omitted, others added. Reports similar to those on novels were 
given. Some pupils read specially fine scenes to the class. 

' Character of editorials, advertisements, and news was discussed; also illustra- 
tions, type, etc. 

' Outlines were sent to friends in various cities weeks before the newspaper work 
was taken up. 
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What good qualities . 
Other good papers 



Name Why good 



Poor papers What defects 

I 

2 

Remarks: 

Poetry 

1. Kipling 4. Foley 

2. James Whitcomb Riley 5. William Vaughn Moody and others 

3. Edwin Markham Readings and comments 

Political and Sociological 

1. Readings from: 

a) Dr. David Starr Jordan, War and Waste 

b) Norman Angell, The Great Illusion 

c) Woodrow Wilson, The New Freedom 

2. Oral reports on the same 

3. Notebook work 

4. Discussions 

We had all the joys and difficulties of pioneers in this work. 
We experimented, we resorted to makeshifts, we adopted new plans. 
Before a week had passed, we found " Current Literature " a kicking, 
growing, almost unmanageable infant, ready to give us as much 
trouble as the infant Mercury gave Jupiter. We had more material, 
more plans, more possibilities— largely suggested by the class — 
than we could use. 

Many of the pupils wrote to the editor or publisher of the maga- 
zine chosen for review, and the courteous answers received were 
read to the class. These answers, containing much of interest 
about the magazine and its editors, were afterward bound together 
and presented to the library. 

The class also presented the library with several copies of The 
Great Illusion, War and Waste, and The New Freedom. These 
books had been purchased for the last section of our work by the 
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students. The high-school librarian asked the students to write 
their names in each book, following the request with a delightful 
account of the autographed books in our high-school library, and 
inviting the class to the library to examine them. 

The newspaper study brought us another pleasure — an informal 
but illuminating and altogether delightful talk by a well-known 
newspaper man, Mr. J. J. Hamilton, for twenty years editor and 
publisher of the Des Moines Daily News. There were other good 
times and innovations. 

What are the possibilities? Surely the answers of the pupils 
which are given above stir a hope that courses of this nature will 
awaken the "social conscience" and start trains of thought. How 
fortunate if this can be done without arousing the antagonism of 
parents or running afoul of the "funny pages" of the Sunday 
paper! Is not one possibility that of holding longer the boys and 
girls who have finished the required English, and "don't have to 
take any more" ? 



